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Thank you tot your inquiry gt 27 July XMi on hefc«U 
o*r Jooncerniog tbe detention 

in Argentina of Rodolfo Bernard 1 and Deborah Beanhoaa. 

Tbe Depertaeot of State baa been aware of tbeae 
two oaaea for none tine, According to the latest iaferaatlon 
froa our Mbasey ia s e ta o e Una. both as. beaeboea 
and Mr. Befaardl ooatiaae to be detained la Mfeatlat 
under tbe authority of the Rational Sxeoative. Mr. 
linaaTltf *~ certificate of eligibility for right of option 
la at ill pending before argentine author it lea. Oar records 
show that Ms. Renehotn bed the right of option denied 
ea Jena 1MQ. The Argentina Government la aware that 
Mr. Regaardl'a fanily le in this oountry and of the 
hi 9 h level of attention that both these oases have received 
here. 


your interest in Mr. Begnardi'e and Ns, Beashoan'a 
cease is greatly appreciated, and we will ooetime to 
hoop you inforaed of any signlfloant dovelopnents. 

Regarding tbe appointment of an Assistant Secretnry 
for Hunan Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, tba Department 
bee been actively considering this question since tbe 
withdrawal of our original naninae, as part of oar general 
inquiry into bow we can beat organise ourselves to effectively 
accc*n>lish the goals of the Hunan Rights Bureau. We 
have not yet reached a decision on the Assistant Secretary 
poet nor on tbe broader organisational questions, but 
we are not canteaplating tbe disestablishment of that 
office, we hope to resolve this Issue in the near future. 


Vours sincerely, 

*y/ 

Richard Fairbanks 
Assistant Secratary 
for Congressional Relations 
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